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The heartwarming story of how NCIS star Pauley Perrette and her two best friends created a

Southern-style bake shop in Manhattanâ€”a celebration of love and friendship with gorgeous

photographs and delicious recipes.Nestled in the heart of midtown New York is a little shop with a

big story. An all-natural bake shop that specializes in Southern baked goods, Donna Bellâ€™s is

owned by Pauley Perrette, the actress who plays Abby Sciuto on CBSâ€™s NCIS, and her two best

friends, Darren Greenblatt and Matthew Sandusky. It was named in honor of Pauleyâ€™s late

mother, who is the beloved inspiration for everything they bake.  It all started in 1993, when Pauley

met Darren in New York Cityâ€™s Hellâ€™s Kitchen, just blocks away from where the shop is

currently located. The two became inseparable friends and Pauleyâ€™s Southern mom would

welcome Darren to their home with mouthwatering treats. Darren loved this food and soon left his

successful career in fashion to open a food truck that sold Southern desserts at the Jersey Shore.

Eventually he wanted to expand and turned to Pauley and their friend Matthewâ€”who worked in the

Los Angeles food industryâ€”for help. Soon Matthew was on his way to New York to open Donna

Bellâ€™s Bake Shop with Pauley and Darren.  With recipes for favorites like buttermilk biscuits,

chocolate chip-almond scones, and peach streusel muffins; personal photographs from Pauley,

Darren, Matthew, and Donna Bell herself; this is the story how one fantastic bake shop brings

warmth and happinessâ€”one treat at a timeâ€”to the urban jungle that is New York City.
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Hell's Kitchen is home to Donna Bell's Bake Shop with its Southern style baking. For Mother's Day I

received the new cook book Donna Bell's Bake Shop: Recipes and Stories of Family, Friends and

Food. The recipes, each with a photo, will bring on a bad case of sugar craving and an itching to get

into the kitchen. (Or a sudden desire to visit New York City.)The bake shop was started and is

owned by friends Pauley Perrette, Darren Greenblatt, and Matthew Sandusky. The store name

honors Pauley's mother Donna. "Cooking and baking down South were a part of every day and

every experience," Pauley writes.Essays by the three friends are interspersed between the recipes.

We learn about Pauley's family, her career, and the friends she made along the way.Darren

Greenblatt grew up in Philadelphia and was designing jewelry when he meet Pauley in New York

City. "I felt like I had found my long lost sister," he writes. Meeting Donna and helped her in her

kitchen; he became obsessed with Southern cooking. Matthew Sandusky came from Pittsbugh and

meet Pauley in LA where she was breaking into acting. Each of the friends sacrificed something to

make the bake shop become a reality. It is a labor of love.Pauley Perrette is one of the most

recognized and beloved media figures in America. She plays Abby Sciuto in the television show

NCIS. I first watched NCIS when my dad was in the hospital during his last months and I was

staying across state to be with Dad. At the end of the day my brother and I would go back to Dad's

house and chill out watching NCIS reruns. After dad's passing I returned home and introduced my

husband to the show.Recipes include biscuits, muffins and scones, quick breads, bread pudding,

bar cookies, cookies and cakes.
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